
I’m writing this in February looking at the 
snowdrops with their delicate white blooms 
brightening up the winter landscape, full 
of hope that Spring is arriving. When you 
read this Spring will have arrived and it’s a 
fantastic time to explore the Woodlands and 
Coachwood Green as nature bounces back to 
life and shows off its new colours, textures 
and sounds. 

Community Sculpture Design 

But we haven’t been resting over winter, we have been 
busy with creative workshops and consultation meetings 
to input into the design process for our new Community 
Sculpture at the Woodlands Summit, that reflects the 
heritage of Shireoaks, the colliery, canal and railways as 
well as the natural wildlife of the site today.  By the time 
we are reading this newsletter a design will have been 
selected but we wanted to share what we have done. 
Shireoaks History Group have been a great help and 
provided our artist Richard Janes with access to the parish 
archives including maps and historic photographs and 
Richard also attending a presentation by former Miner 
and Shireoaks Colliery expert Phil Whitehead which was 
invaluable for learning about the industrial heritage of the 
Woodlands site. 

Both St Luke’s Primary and Haggonfields Primary hosted 
design sessions. Richard worked with year 5/6 class at 
Haggonfields and Year 6 class at St Luke’s both provided 
great ideas and made small sculptures which when cast 
in bronze will form part of the larger artwork. The pupils 
learnt about the history of sculpture and the heritage of 
Shireoaks and shared their knowledge and experience of 
visiting Woodlands and Coachwood Green.

‘We extend our sincere thanks to Richard Janes for his 
exceptional work with our Entrepreneurs. His guidance in 
exploring a range of materials and techniques has been 
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invaluable, the pupils’ contributions will form an integral 
part of his upcoming sculpture project. We can’t wait to 
see the finished piece.’ Quote from Haggonfields School

The St Luke’s Christmas Market at Shireoaks Village Hall 
provided an excellent opportunity to gather ideas and 
opinions from the wider community on the project with 
over 60 different responses and ideas recorded on the day. 
And our Annual General Meeting held at the Ticking Clock 
Brewery a forum for more consultation to a small but keen 
group who braved the atrocious weather and found their 
creative side to make small sculptures to form part of the 
larger artwork.
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Two initial designs were created incorporating the 
ideas and themes which the consultation and research 
highlighted in different ways, one more linked to the 
industry, the other a celebration of both the natural 
history and the heritage of the Woodlands and Coachwood 
Green and members of the community representing 
different groups were able to select their preferred design 
to take forward. 

Next time we look at this view we hope to be unveiling 
the new sculpture and you can spot where you have 
contributed. Keep following us to keep up to date on 
when the community event will take place to unveil the 
sculpture.  

Date for your diary
The Great British Spring Clean is back for 2026 so we will 
be taking part and hosting a Big Community Litter Pick of 
the Woodlands and Coachwood Green on Saturday 28th 
March from 9.30am-1pm. Join us as a family, community 
group or an individual and help us tidy the Woodlands and 
Coachwood Green. 

Volunteering 
We want to say a huge thankyou to our ‘Friends’ that 

support us and to all our volunteers who come out for our 
monthly task days. It's been great to welcome new people 
and make new friendships. 

We have a wide range of opportunities from practical 
conservation to fundraising, there will be something to suit 
your skills or an opportunity to learn new ones. 
More information on volunteering with us can be found at 
https://www.woodlandsandcoachwoodgreen.co.uk/news/
volunteer-with-us/

Or you can keep up to date with the latest news 
and activities from the Friends of Woodlands and 
Coachwood Green by following us on Facebook @
friendsofwoodlandsandcoachwoodgreen 

You can also sign up to receive our newsletter for more 
details on our events and activities https://mailchi.mp/
f32337e052ed/woodlands-and-coachwood-green-newsletter 
or simply email us at infowoodlandsandcoachwoodgreen@
gmail.com

Contact Details: 

Email: 
Infowoodlandsandandcoachwoodgreen@
gmail.com 

or follow us on Facebook:
@friendsofwoodlandsandcoachwoodgreen
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